The criteria used in selecting these skins were that they should be less than 10 years old and birds in fresh fall plumage. No sexual differences in color were noted, so members of both sexes were used. The color of the stripe varied from white (in white-ventered birds) to a buff color (usually in medium-or yellow-bellied individuals). It is more discernible in slightly worn spring and early summer birds. In fresh fall plumage, it is almost always concealed by the distal coloration of the feathers, which is similar to the general crown and dorsal coloration. This variation showed no geographic correlation. Color of Superciliary.--In general, those individuals with a white venter also had a white superciliary stripe, and conversely, those with a medium to yellow venter, a buffy one. Individuals with a white throat and medium to white belly had a white superciliary. The one individual with a medium throat and white belly had a buffy super- Of 272 specimens taken in May, June, and July, 154 (56.6 per cent) had from a trace to very distinct white spots on the inner vane of the outer rectrices; in 118 (43.4 per cent) specimens no white was apparent even as a trace. There seemed to be a slight geographic variation in these percentages. Samples from Alaska, the Mackenzie Valley, Hudson Bay, and Newfoundland appeared to have these percentages reversed (more without white than with).
Birds from
Another interesting fact observed in examining birds in nestling and first fall plumage was their almost complete lack of white-tipped rectrices. Of 107 birds in the first fall and nestling plumages only 11 showed white tipping. Of these 11 specimens, it appeared that 6 had tails which had been injured (or were in a partial or complete post-juvenal molt) and new feathers were coming in in a delayed sequence. Four had white on one side of the tail only; two had white-tipped tail feathers on one side, which were half the length of the other tail feathers.
From these observations (percentage of white-tipped birds in the spring and summer, lack of white tipping in the nestling and first fall plumages) the following conclusions can be deduced: They may be likened in this regard to our hylocichlas and empidonaces. All of these facts account for our poor understanding of geographic variation in this species.
In studying geographic variation of size characters only June and early July birds were measured because May or late July birds might be migrants. In the analysis of dorsal coloration, birds in fresh fall plumage (July and August skins) were compared because of the lack of the prenuptial molt. Birds collected in the northern United States were not used in this color analysis unless collections were in areas where the birds were known to nest and circumstances suggested they were breeding birds.
Ventral coloration seemed to vary equally in the sexes, but the fall birds were usually yellowet than the spring birds so it was decided to use only June and July skins in the analysis of this color variation.
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CONCLUSIONS
In the light of these data, which show an unusual amount of individual variation and slight trends toward geographic variation, it would seem best to treat the species as monotypic. The identification of migrants and wintering birds, unless "ultratypical," would be highly subjective. Areadon (1949) in a discussion of the 75 per cent rule for subspecies concludes that 75 per cent of the individuals of one race must be clearly separable from all the other individuals of the other race; or 96 per cent of one population separable from 96 per cent of the other. This can not truthfully be done with this species. Here, it seems to me, is a case like that of Erithacus rubecula. Lack (1946) in his taxonomy of the European Robin says, "it is both simpler and more accurate to describe subspecific variations in terms of geographic trends, and to omit altogether the tyranny of subspecific names."
The temptation to describe the Alaskan population, the MontanaAlberta population and the West Virginia-Central Pennsylvania populations has presented itself, but this would lead to greater confusion and misunderstanding. The best solution I think is to treat the species as monotypic and to indicate geographic trends as shown White tipping of the inner vanes of the outer two to four rectrices appears to be typical of the postnuptial plumage. Lack of this white tipping is characteristic of the postjuvenal plumage.
Sexual variation is described.
Geographic variation is described, and in view of the elihal and rather slight nature of the variation it is suggested that the species be regarded as monotypic.
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